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Early Literacy Intervention: Book Enrichment Guide  

 
Title: Bear With Me 

Author: Max Kornell 

Themes: Family life, difference among family members, bears, dealing with/accepting change,  

compassion, feelings 

Vocabulary: surprise, complete, “stinks” (as in a crummy situation), “bear with me”, snoring  

Concepts:  How many words in the title, Sound of the letter /b/: What sound does bear start 

with? 

See book preview here: Bear with Me  

 

 

Enrichment Activities  

I. STORYTIME  

a. Discussion Questions  
 This book is about families and how they change – sometimes with a surprise.  
 What is a surprise? Do you like surprises?  
 What surprise to you think the boy’s parents will bring?  
 Why do you think Gary broke the swing? 
 Why can’t the boy sleep? 
 Why does the boy think having Gary around stinks?  
 What could boy be thinking? Feeling?  
 On pages without words: What does the author want us to do? - make up our own words to describe the 

pictures! What do we see happening?  
  (When sitting on the stairs) The boy looks like he has an idea – what do you think it is?  
 How did the boy solve the problem of Gary’s snoring?  
 What did boy learn? 
 What did bear learn? 
 Did the boy like having Gary in the family at the end of the story? How do we know that?  
 How many people are in the family at the end of the story? 
 After reading: Who remembers the Bear’s name? (Gary)  

 
b. Related Songs, Rhymes & Finger plays  
 

The Dancing Bear (to the tune of Bingo) 
 

There was a bear who loved to dance. 
And Teddy was his name. 
Left foot, tap, tap, tap. 
Right foot, tap, tap, tap. 
Both paws, clap, clap, clap. 
And Teddy was his name. 
There was bear who loved to dance. 
And Teddy was his name. 
Turn, turn, all around. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeTBLYComDI
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Bend and touch, touch the ground. 
Jump, jump, up and down. 
And Teddy was his name. 

 
 

Bear Counting Finger Play  
One little bear, lonely and blue, 
Met a good friend, then there were two. 
Two little bears, happy as could be, 
another joined in and that made three. 
Three little bears, looking for more, 
Came across another, that made four. 
Four little bears headed to a hive, 
Found a bear there and that made five. 
Five little bears while the day is sunny, 
Eating from a bee's hive sweet golden honey. 

 
c. Other  

 
II. EXTENDED ACTIVITIES  

 
Bear Game (source)  
 
Have children play a game like duck, duck, goose only we call it honey, honey, bear! When the child taps another on the head 
and calls bear, the child runs around the circle trying to catch the bear before he/she sits down. 
 
Thumb Printing Bear Book (source)  
 
I make a booklet with 10 pages. I let my students number the pages from 1-10. I then pass out an ink pad to each student. 
They then place their thumb on the ink pad and then on the numbered pages according to the number. (example: one 
thumbprint to represent the number one, two thumbprints to represent the number two, etc.) After they have finished 
stamping their thumb print on the pages, they go back and add details to show a bear. (two ovals for the ears, one small oval 
for the tail, eyes, nose, mouth, and legs. 

 
III. AT HOME  

Talk about families. What kinds of (positive) surprises might families experience?  

http://www.alphabet-soup.net/dir5/bearactivity.html
http://www.alphabet-soup.net/dir5/bearactivity.html

